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provision, and away we went for Newark ; about
Melton-Mowbray, colonel Roseter set upon us with
above three thousand men; we were about the same
number, having two thousand five hundred horse,
and eight hundred dragoons. We had some foot,
but they were still at Harborough, and were or-
dered to come after us.
Roseter, like a brave officer, as he was, charged
us with great fury, and rather outdid us in number,
while we defended ourselves with all the eagerness
we could, and withal gave him to understand we
were not so soon to be beaten as he expected.
While the fight continued doubtful, especially on
our side, our people, who had charge of the car-
riages and provisions, began to enclose our flanks with
them, as if we had been marching j which, though
it was done without orders, had two very good
effects, and which did us extraordinary service.
First, it secured us from being charged in the flank,
which Roseter had twice attempted ; and secondly,
it secured our carriages from being plundered,
which had spoiled our whole expedition. Being
thus enclosed, we fought with great security; and
though Roseter made three desperate charges upon
us, he could never break us. Our men received
him with so much courage, and kept their order so
well, that the enemy finding it impossible to force
us, gave it over, and left us to pursue our orders.
We did not offer to chase them, but contented
enough to have repulsed and beaten them off, and
our business being to relieve Newark, we pro-
ceeded.
If we are to reckon by the enemy's usual me-
thod, we got the victory, because we kept the field,
and had the pillage of their dead ; but, otherwise,
neither side had any great cause to boast. We lost

